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KANEGASAKI SISTER CITY COMMITTEE 
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES  

November 3, 2009 
4:30 PM Senior Center Alice Dowd Lounge 

 
Members Present:  Byron Koh, Nancy Bess, Florence Boynton, Denise Boyd, Kathy Woods Masalski, 
Jule Dupre, Stephanie Joyce, Nancy Pagano 
Others:  Aaron Hayden, Amy Springer, Aaron Kropf, Bonnie Isman (Library Director) 
Members Absent:  Helen MacMellon, Bill Hutchinson  
Minutes of September 13th, 2009:  Approved, except Jule Dupre was absent from meeting. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Florence reported that there still is $1455.63 in the KSCC account at Town Hall. 
 
OCTOBER VISIT TO KANEGASKI 
  Select Board member, Aaron Hayden, and Senior Center Director/KSCC Staff Liaison, Nancy Pagano, 
reported on their trip to Kanegasaki October 16-18th  to participate in ceremonies related to the 
thirtieth anniversary of Kanegasaki’ declaring itself a “Town of Life Long Learning”.  Kanegasaki's other 
two sister cities, Chungchung, China and Leinefelde-Worbis in Germany, also sent representatives. 
  Nancy prepared two large albums of photos and other momentos/gifts to share.  They are available 
at the Senior Center for anyone to see.  She and Aaron had an exceedingly warm reception and a 
fascinating multi-faceted experience seeing and learning about the facilities, way of life and gracious 
officials and townspeople of Kanegasaki.  
  It is clear that the Mayor shares Amherst’s interest in strengthening and expanding the Sister City 
and Sister Library relationships.  A request was made to send more information about KSCC members 
so that the people in Kanegasaki can get to know them better. Amherst students and/or teachers 
would be eagerly welcomed to visit.  The middle school students from Kanegasaki would like to stay a 
day longer than they have in the last few years when they visit next spring.   The dates will be March 
17-21, 2010. 
  It was suggested that Aaron and Nancy prepare a presentation for the monthly First Thursday 
presentation series at the Jones to promote interest, raise money and attract new members to the 
KSCC.   
  Mayor Takahashi asked Nancy to be the “Miyuki” of Amherst, ie. to facilitate communications 
between Kanegasaki and Amherst and she has agreed to this.  Nancy would like to have someone else 
on the KSCC take on the secretary’s role however. 
 
SISTER LIBRARY NOTES 
  Aaron and Nancy met the new librarian in Kanegasaki, Mr. Jun Sato, who is very committed (like 
Bonnie) to our Sister Library agreement.  The former head was Mr. Inawashiro, who retired and 
recently passed away.  Unfortunately this was not known before we brought a gift of books and a 
letter written to him when we visited.  
  Kanegasaki has one public library and it has an “The Emily Dickinson Archive Center” in it with 
literature and her picture.  There is a keen desire for more materials on ED to be added.  Actually we 
noticed there were several shelves throughout the library with space for more materials.   
  Since Carolyn Platt of the Jones resigned from the KSCC, Bonnie is looking for a new representative 
to continue the Sister Library work.  There was some discussion about how to better circulate the 
Japanese children’s books we’ve been given by Kanegasaki.  Stephanie uses the children’s books in her 
curriculum at Wildwood and she will facilitate sending more to Crocker Farm where they could be also 
used.  Kathy suggested that Bonnie contact the Saturday school to see if they would like to utilize 
these books. 
 
LETTER OF INTRODUCTION TO KANEGASAKI SOUGHT BY TEACHERS, AARON & JANA KROPF 
  Amherst High School physics teacher, Aaron Kropf, introduced himself to the KSCC.  His wife, Jana is 
also a teacher.  They are doing research on education in Japan.  Next July they will fly to Japan with 
their two children (2nd & 4th graders at Wildwood School) and they will have time to travel before they 
are due in Kyoto in August.  They would like to have the KSCC write a letter of introduction and 
support their wish to visit Kanegasaki in July.  They would be interested in a home stay while there. 
Aaron and his wife would join the KSCC and also be a host family in March.  
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  In the meantime, Aaron Hayden has received a letter from Shigenori and Yoriko Kimura who live in 
Kanegasaki and they are interested in hosting the Kropfs while they are there.  Yoriko is an Emily 
Dickinson enthusiast and a member of the Japanese Emily Dickinson Society, as well as a retired high 
school teacher.  (Aaron and Nancy met her while they were visiting Kanegasaki.)  Aaron didn’t know of 
their interest in having an American guest when he spoke with the Mayor, so the Mayor is not 
expecting help with any arrangements.  The KSCC will need to discuss this at our next meeting. 
 
KSCC BROCHURE 
  Jule and Kathy have been working diligently on our brochure and have prepared a draft for members 
to see.  As there was no time left for a meaningful discussion, a copy will be emailed to members and 
this will be our first topic for the December meeting.  Members felt badly that the review couldn’t take 
place immediately after all the hard work invested.  The sooner the brochure is printed, the sooner it 
can be used as a tool for fundraising and recruitment. 
 
ADJOURNMENT   The meeting ended at about 6 PM.  The date of the next meeting will be Tuesday, 
December 8th, at 4:30 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Nancy Hirsh Pagano, Secretary/Liaison 
 


